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Volume LXX. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

Tuf Asskmbly met in the Assembly House, Caleutta, on Tuesday, the 
14th May, EGG. at “J-4G p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (Mr. I). Gi.ujpixi., cm.k., and subsequently the Htm'ble 
Khan Bahadur Xvuri. Aui.sj in the ('hair, 8 Hou’lde Ministers and 2M0 
members. 

Oath. 

Mr. SPEAKER (Mr. D. Cladding): Ladies and gentlemen, it theie is 
any ineinher present who has not yet taken the preseribed oath, he may do 
so now at the Secretary’s table. 

The Secretary (Mr. K. Ali Afzah administered the oath or affirmation of 
allegiance to the ( man to the following members: 

{ 1 > Mr. Daniher Singh Gurung, 

(*J) Mr. Prasanna I)eh Haikut, 

. (d • Mr. Suresh Chandra Das tinpla, 

(4 1 Mr. Anundilall Poddar, 

(o. Mr. Murtaza Rnza Clioudhiitv, 

(t*> Mr. Uup Xaruyan Roy , and 
(7 > Mr. Hemanta Kumar Busu. 

Adjournment motion. 

(Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr Speakei, I gave notice for 
moving an adjournment motion foi di-m^ing a matter of urgent public 
importance of recent occurrence, namely, (he eviction of tin* Hindu culfi* 
vators from their respective lands in ( liar Xoapuru in Ruuughut subdivision 
of Nadia district and thereafter settling those lands with Muslim cultivator* 
belonging to East Bengal districts. 

Sir, I find that somebody signed refusing consent ; he is n<4 
Mr. Gladding who had been appointed Speaker on the 4th of May by HU 
Excellency the Governor. But somebody else signed S. X. Ah. I do not 
know' if that S. N. Ali U Mr. Sycd Xatisher Ah and is still functioning 
on the 14th May. I know that Mr. Gladding is functioning on the 14tli 
May as Speaker. So it is not the Speaker who has signed it but somebody 
else. So, Sir, I ask for your consent and after 1 have received your eon soul 
I shall ask for leave to move the motion. It is a very important motion, 
and there has lreen a precedent, but it has l**e» overruled by an unauthorised 
person. 

Mr* SPEAKER: Order, order. It is true that l was appointed to 
carry out |be duties of the Speaker by His Excellency the Governor tipdpf 
subjection (3) of section Gy of the Government of India Act, but under 
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He proviso to subjection (2) of that section Mr. Nausher Ali continued 
to be Speaker until this Assembly met this afternoon. The proviso reads 
“Provided that, whenever the Assembly is dissolved, the Speaker shall not 
vacate his office until immediately before the first meeting of the Assembly 
after the dissolution”/]/ 

Mr, JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA i Mr. Speaker, Sir, if you will read 
clause <*), you will find that clause (3) will not apply because, as soon 
as the Speaker ceases to be a member of the Assembly, his speakership 
ends. That is provided in sub-section (2) of section Go and, therefore, 
Mr. Syed Nausher Ali, having ceased to be a member of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly, cannot possibly continue as Speaker under the provi- 
sions of clause (3). May 1 read out section G of Clause (/) provides for 

the election of Speaker and Deputy Speaker and clause (~) provides “a 

member holding office as Speaker or DepuU Speaker of an Assembly shall 
vacate his office if he ceases to be a member ot the Assembly, may at any 

time resign his office by writing . . Therefore, Mr. Syed Nausher Ali 

not having been elected a member of the Assembly ceased to be the Speaker 
and the provisions of clause (3> will not apply. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I beg to add further that it is 
very clear that Mr. 1). Gladding, c.i.m, a member of t lie Bengal Legislative 
Assembly, is the only authorised Speaker and will perform tin* duties of 
the Speaker. The order is very clear. The Governor passed the order on 
the -Ith May. The order mid* as follows: la exercise of (lie power conferred 
by sub-section f-'i ) of section Go of the Government of India Act, 1935, 1 
hereby appoint Mr. I). Gladding, c.i.K., a member of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Assemble to perform the duties of the Speaker oi the *aui Assembly 
until the Speaker is elected. 

There is no room for doubt whether Mr. Syed Nausher Ali will act as 
Speaker or Mr. D. Gladding. The order is very clear. There is n( 
ambiguity about it. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: 1 feel confident that your view is not correct. Tht 
pro\’*n to sub-section (~) clearly overrides every proposition in the siibstan 
tive part ot clause (~>. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Certainly, sub-section (3) shouh 
control and guide the proceedings of this meeting today. Sub-section \*2 
says: "A member holding office a* Speaker or Deputy Speaker of at 
Assembly shall vacate Ins office . . The order m imperative. It i, 
mandatory. It is not ‘*ma\ vacate his office . It is “shall vacate hi 
office** if he ceases to be a member of the Assembly. Since he is not elecict 
u member of the new Assembly, he cease* to be a member oi the Assembb 
and shall vacate his office. 


Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir. may I just elaborate thi 
point. You will notice, Sir, first ot all clause ( 1) provides that th 
Provincial Legislative Assembly shall, as soon as may be, choose twi 
members ot the A.**emhl\ to be respectively Speaker and Deputy Speak e 
thereof. Then the next clause provides how a Speaker shall vacate 111 
office and reuse to be a Speaker. That says clearly: “A member hoi (tin: 
office as Speaker or Deputy Sjieaker of an Assembly shall vacate hw ome 
if he ceases to be a member of the Assembly**. Then after lie vacates hi 
office, the proviso contemplates the Speaker continuing as Speaker after th 
dissolution but on the happening of the event of his not being a mernws 
of the legislative Assembly, lie can never act as Speaker. You cannfl 
elect a person who is not a member of the Legislative Assembly as S peake i 
If there was any provision that members of this Assembly could elect aotw 
body who is not a member of the Legislative Assembly as Speaker, the 
Mnethiug could h*w beefi said. The qualification which *“»««* krnt 
|n! elected as Speaker is the qualification of membership of the Legislap* 
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Assembly, jb soon as be ceases to be a member of the Legislative 
Assembly, be ceases to be a Speaker. Therefore, this proviso will not be 
of avail in a case in which the Speaker has already ceased to lie Speaker by 
ceasing to be a member of the Assembly for any reason whatever. If he 
has resigned, he cannot possibly act under the proviso. If his membership 
has lapsed, he cannot possibly do so and, as has been pointed out, if he did 
continue as Speaker, there was no necessity for the Governor to appoint 
yon, Sir, to discharge the functions and the office of the Speaker. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Mr. Speaker, may 1 invite 
tour attention to another clause which makes the position perfectly clear. 
Clause (.2) of section t>o says: While the office oi Speaker is vacant, the 
ditties of the office shall be performed by the Deputy Speaker or, if ’he 
office of Deputy Speaker is also vacant, by such member of the Assembly 
as the Governor may in his discretion appoint fur the purpose, and during 
any absence of the Speaker from any sitting ol the Assembly the Deputy 
Speaker or, if he is also absent. *ueh person as may be determined by the 
rules of procedure of the Assembly, or. if no such person is present, such 
other person as may be determined by the A^mnbh , shall act as Speaker 

Now, both the offices of the Speaker as well as ut the Doputl Speaker 
having fallen vacant, occasion arose for the Go\mnoi to appoint a Speaker 
foi this particular meeting umbo the piovisioiis ot clause p>) of section fin. 
Therefore, there can be no question ot any other Speaker being in existence 
with a view to giving his consent or withholding his consent to any notice 
of motion given today. Therefore, 1 submit, the procedure alleged to have 
been adopted in connection with the rejection of the notice of adjournment 
motion given by Mr. Kundu docs not hold good and 1 submit. Sit . that you 
are called upon to consider the matter and either to give your consent or 
decide otherwise at your discretion. 

Mr. NI8HITMA NATH KUNDU: I will add another sentence now, 
Sir. The appointment of the Speaker was made by an order passed on the 
4th May If this ordei stands, there will be two Speakers ot the Assembly 
if, as you say, Mr. Syed Nausher Ah was the Speaker fill the 14th. Hu 
the 4th there was one Speaker. Mr. 1). Gladding, c.i.f., was appointed 
another Speaker under clause (•>>. So. there were two Speakers function* 
ing in Bengal, one under the proviso and another by the appointment order 
of the Governor. This is a position which is untenable. \Ve cannot think 
of such a position that two Speaker will function together in Bengal from 
the 4th May. 1 5 MG, one in the ( hambei and another outside the Chamber. 

[Vhe Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May 1 take tlu* liberty ol 
supporting your point of view, Sii . Everyone ceased to be a member of the 
Assembly when the House was ditched*. At the same time, it is quite 
clear that Mr. Nausher All continued to be tin* Speaker. Therefore, the 
mere tact that the Speaker ceased to be a member of the Assembly doe# 
not imply that lie will not continue to he a Speaker until the new- H< Us« 
has met. The only point that can be raised by my friends opposite is that 
he has not been elected again. No one becomes a member ot the Assembly 
until he comes to this House and takes the oath. Then he is in a posit. on 
to participate in the functions of the Assembly. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: A member has first of all to be elected. 

Tlw Hoa’bto Mr. H. I. 8UNRAWARDY: I can also emphasize (his 
point by informing the House that when section 94 was promulgated, 
«f. Nausher Alis emoluments, although he continued to be the Speaker, 
ware suspended^ but as soou as section 94 was revoked — and that was even 
a tier Mr. Nausher Ali was not elected as a member of the House — his cnioJu- 
incuts have begun to run at once. 

Mr, NliHITHA NATH KUNDU: Who kneftrs that the Accountant* 
a#-* 1 - Bengal, would not object f 
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TN Hon'bto Mr. H. 8. IUHRAWARDY: Therefore, in law, Sir, 1 
continues to be the Speaker until such time a* you take the Chair in tti 
How*. 

Mr. MflMARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of order, Si 
There can be no question of taking it for granted that emoluments are (h 
to Mr. Nausher Aii, because that is a question of law, and that particul 
point, Sir, I submit, is out of order. The very fact that the Govern 
exercised his power in view of the fact that the office of the Speaker w 
vacant, under clause (o) of section 65, rules out altogether any con tenth 
that Mr. Nausher Aii could have Ireen functioning as Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I adhere to my view that the office of Speaker was n 
vacant until the House assembled at 2-50 this afternoon. The proviso 
sub-section (2) of section 05 deprives the Governor ot an\ supposed pt»u« 
so long as Mr. Nausher Aii was still alive and able to perform his function 
to make anybody else act as Speaker before this House assembled^) 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Sir, will you kindly war 
the ordinary rules for notice of adjournment motion and reconsider tl 
motion in view of the fact that so many people who were using and occup 
in# the lands from time immemorial under lawful settlement have he* 
evicted in spite of the order giving consent from the Board of Revenue 
stay the eviction. The order of the District Magistrate was in contrive 
tion and defiance of the order of the Board of Revenue. 

The HorTble Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Sir, can he make 
statement on the floor of the House at this stage? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr Dutt-Mnzumdar, you are trying to make the spec 
which you would make if the motion of adjournment were allowed. I ho 
that consent to the motion has been refused by competent authority, and 
i egret that I am not prepared to open the matter again. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: On a point of order. Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point of order? 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: The point of order is tin 
Would 1 be in order, Sir, in moving an adjournment motion when tli 
House has actually assembled and whether the Speaker occupying ti 
( hair would be called upon to consider that motion? 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am not completely conversant with the rules but 
seems to me possible that rule 116 gives the Speaker discretion, in exoe 
tiomil circumstances, to reconsider a refusal of consent and to grant conee 
cm second thoughts. ' s — ^ 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: Will you reconsider tli 
adjournment motion? 

(Cries of “no, no“ from the Government Benches.) 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTERJEE: In the Central Assembly the Speak 
decided to allow an adjournment motion to be moved on that very di 
after the election of the Speaker. 

Mr. JYOTI BA8U: Sir, there is another adjournment motion of wlih 
I gave notice about the statement of the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy On Is 
assuming office as Minister regarding the release of political prisoners, ai 
I beg leave of the House to move this motion for adjournment of the Hou 
and discuss this important matter whijft is before us. In view of the di 
cussiona which have taken place on the previous motion I find that I ha 
also been refused consent by one Mr. S. N. Aii, but I should liks to point i 
that it it also within your discretion at this very moment to allow us 
adjourn this House for discussing this important matter concerning f 3 
release of the political prisoners, I think we will not get any further cna* 
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to move thk rf adjournment motiou this session hecaus 
adjourn today. I, therefore, submit that this motiou s 
immediately. 

Mr. SPEAKER: l do not propose to review the , 

Sir. Nauuher Ali refusing consent. The matter must pj Va * e ng uw ren mi 
dosed. 

Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDARs May I hand over mv motion 
to you, Sir? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No, Sir. I am not prepared to consider it. 

Election of 8peaker. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Ladies and gentlemen, we will now proreed to the 
election ot the Speaker ot this Assembly. The following candidates have 
been duly nominated tor the post of Speaker: — 

tit Khan Bahadur Syod Muhammad Afzal proposed h\ Mi. A. R. ' 
bazlul Iluq and seconded 1>\ Khan Sauih Hutem A!J\, 

(2) Khan Bahadur Xurul Amin proposed by Khan Sahib Hamidmidiu 
Ahmed and seconded by Mr. Abdul Karim. 

A 8 there is more than one candidate, we must resort to election by ballot. 
Will the Secretary ring the bell tor thiee minute*? 

(The bell was then rung.) 

While the hell is ringing, members who de*ne to do m> may examine 
the ballot boxes which are now in the centre ot the House. 

Order, order. The House is about to elect a Speakei h\ ballot. The 
names of the candidates are — 

(1> Khan Bahadur S\ed Muhummad Afzal. 

(2) Khan Bahadur Nurul Amin. 

Let me explain to members who may not hate been here betote thul the 
ballot is secret and that the procedure will be as follow s; 

(1 i There are six ballot boxes The\ ate now in their appointed pbu c* 
at the entrances to the lobbies. 

(2) ( lose to each ballot box will he found a *c!eened place within 
which members mat record their votes protected from observation, 

(-1 ) Each member will be gnen a ballot paper on which will be found 
the names of the two candidates. 

(4> Each member will record his vote by marking a cross against the 
name of the candidate whom lie prefers. The cross should be 
made in pencil rather than in ink. No signature or initial 
should be written on the ballot papci. If nn\ witting that might 
disclose identity appears on the ballot paper, the ballot paper 
will be liable to be rejected. 

( "> ) After recording his vote in the screened place, each voter will fold 
his ballot paper, emerge from the screened place and put the 
folded pap^r into the ballot box ouWide the screened place. 
Having done this he will please return to the Chamber and resume 
bis seat. Not more than one member shall lie in the screened 
place at the same time. 

(0) Members sitting in the west of the gangway will please vote in the 
west lobbies. Other members will please vote in the cant 
lobbies. 


The House vlrill now’ proceed to vote. 

\Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDARi Mr. Speaker. Sir, will you 
^leased to direct that these instructions may be explained in Bengali for 
^aaefii of those who may not understand English? 
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MjtJPlAKIR: I suggest that the respective party whips might <io 

(Voting proceeded and members resumed their seats.) 

Order, order. Is there any member present who has not recorded his 
vote but wishes to do so? 

( Pause.; 

May I take it that everybody present who desired to vote lias recorded 
bis vote? 

( Pause.; 

Then I declare the ballot closed. Let the ballot boxes be brought in. 

(Pause.; 

The House Iiun bal lotted. Two ballot papers have been rejected. The 
result of the ballot is as follows: — 

Khun Bahadur Syed Muhammad Afssul — 03. 

Khan Bahadur Nurul Amin — 137. 

(Cheers from Muslim League Benches.) 

I declare Khan Bahadur Nurul Amin to be elected Speaker of the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

Khan Bahadur NURUL AMIN (whOi standing up in his place, was 
received with general cheers): Ladies and gentlemen, 1 beg to ottei mv 
hearty thunks to you all for having done me the honour this evening by 
electing me Speaker ni the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

(At this stage Khan Suhih Hamiduddin Ahmed, the proposer end 
Mr* Abdul Karim, the seconder, bal Mr. Speaker to the {'hair, i 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Mr Speaker, Sir. on behalf 
of the House, my colleagues and myself I otter you our cordial felicitations 
o^vour election to the high office of Sptaker of this Assembly. Although. 
-Sir, you are new to this House you have been a member of the Lpper 
Chamber, 1 believe, almost since its inception and you are I u 1 1 \ imbued 
with its high und dignified traditions. As a Chairman of the District Bomb 
of Mymensingh you have conducted your duties with conspicuous abi’itv 
und huvo earned for yourself a great reputation and enjoyed the confidence 
of those who have come in contact with you and have seen your work. You 
ate used to giving quick decision and vou have given proof of judgment and 
character, and wo are certain, Sir, that under your Speakership we shall 
not only get quick but just and imrmrttul decisions that will not bring 
discredit to this Parliament of Bengal. 1 am sure, Sir, that in the discharge 
ot tbe duties of your high office and m guiding the deliberations of this 
House impartially and without bias you will receive the co-operation of all 
sections of this House in upholding its dignity, its efficiency and in main- 
taining its privileges. I wish you, Sir, every success. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Sir, on behalf of the Congress Assembly 
Party I offer our warmest congratulations to you on your election as 
Speaker of this House. The great office to which you have been eleeted, 
Mr, Speaker, carries with it great responsibility. You are, Sir, the 
custodian of the privileges and liberties of this House. You are also the 
custodian of the privileges and liberties of every member of this House. 
May I say in this connection that we who are in minority, who are the 
Opposition, will require your assistance more than those who have the 
strength of numbers. Mr. Sj>eaker, thire is tradition in the British House 
of Commons that the Speaker after election ceases to be a member ot any 
party. You have been a nominee of the Muslim League. I respectful! 
recommend tbe traditiou^of the British House of Commons to you for y«r 
guidance and consideration. 
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Mr. Speaker, I know that no Speaker can guide the deliberations ol a 
House properly without the help and co-operation of all sections of the 
House. So far as we are concerned I can give you assurance that vou will 
get our support in the discharge of your duties. I hope, Sir, when the 
time will come for you to lay aown vour office it will be said of you that 
you have given your assistance to every person irrespective of parties, that 
you have given decisions fearlessly and fairly, that you have guided the 
debates of this House in a wax that we debated without bitterness f*nd 
differed without rancour. I once more wish you success in the discharge of 
your duties. 

Mr. D* GLADDING! Mi. Speakei, Sir, in the absence of our Leader* 
Mr. Walker, I beg to offer you the congratulations and good wishes of the 
European Group on \our appointment to the Speaker’s ( hair. You will he 
fully conscious of the high obligations ot you? ottue. You are to consider 
yourself lifted out of politics and divorced from patt\. You an* to secure 
a fair hearing for every section ot the House. You aje to see that business 
is not improperly rushed by the Government, and equally to see that it is 
not unduly prolonged by those who may find themselves opposed to the 
Government. Your consent is necessary to all motions, and you ure sole 
arbiter in the case of adjournment motions You art* expected to decide 
points of order with all possible despatch, remembering that the prerogative 
is yours alone and that the House, however anxious to insist nm. is not a 
jury or an assessor with whom sour responsibility can be shared 

Last but not least, you are to keep us all in order exacting pat iiamentary 
conduct from us and a faithful obseivame of tlu* Miles ot pioeodure, lu 
your endeavour to do all these things you will mml tlie *uppott of 
tin* whole House, and will always haw the suppott of the European Uioup, 
\Yc look up to you, Sit, with confidence, and wish you a happy term of 
office. 

Mr. JYOTI Bfi 3U: Su. on behalf of the Communist (iioup. I (diet you 
out heartfelt congratulations on youi being elected as Speaker , and in this 
connection I would just like to mention that as a wn stnull tmumify party 
in*ltlis House we would always want to seek yom juotection in order to 
place our views in this House and especially because in this session we are 
meeting in a momentous time when Bengal is taring a serious crisis. I am 
quite sure that unless you give us your protection and impart justice all 
round it will he impossible for the other parties besides the Government to 
contribute to the building of n new united Bengal which we hope to achieve 
in the near future. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: M, Speaker, Sir, 1 rise to 
offer you my congratulations on vour being elected to the dignified office of 
the Speaker of the Bengal Legislative Assembly i do not propose to take 
too long a time of the House by adding to the ehoiu* of felicitations which 
Lave been showered upon you from the different sides, nor shall 1 try to 
remind vou of the duties with which you will be invested as the Speaker 
of this dignified body for 1 hope you will know these very soon. The 
Hon’ble Leader of the House has already told us about the various offices 
you held before being called upon to assume the dignified office of the 
Speaker of this Assembly. No doubt it is true that you are new to this 
Blouse, but you have been a member of the Bengal Legislative Council for 
years now and in your various activities before you came to this House you 
nave endeared yourself to those with whom you W'ere called upon to work 
and you also earned this reputation of giving wise guidance to those with 
whom you had the opportunity of working so long. 

Now, Sir, you have been called to this office wLHi is beset with some 
amount of difficulty. But in view of the assurances given to you by the 
Bon’ble Leader of the House as also the Hotfble Leader of the Opposi- 
tion, I only hope and trust that it will be possible for you to pick and choose 
and to do your very best in guiding the deliberations of the House. I do 
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not. »ay anything more but pray to God Almighty that he might keep you 
in good health, so that you may have a sound mind in a sound body to dis- 
charge your onerous duties to our own satisfaction. 

With these words, Sir, I offer you once again our sincere congratulations. 

Mr. C. C. D. WILKS: Sir, on behalf of the Anglo-Indian Group, 1 
offer you our sincerest congratulations and good wishes on your election to 
the office of Speaker of this House. I assure you of the co-operation and 
support of my friends and myself in the discharge of your duties. I would 
request you to bear in mind that we are one of the very small minorities 
in this Assembly and we look to you for justice and goodwill in the dis- 
charge of your duties. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 jadies and gentlemen, l once more take this oppoi- 
t unity of expressing my deep sense of gratitude and thanks to you for having 
elected me as Speaker oi this Assembly. I fully realise the responsibility 
of the olhee winch I have been called upyn this evening to assume. 1 a!>o 
realise the onerous task which I shall have to discharge in this House and 
in that I shall always look forward tor your co-operation; 1 am encouraged 
by the fact that the Rou ble Leader of the House and the Leader of the 
Opposition and leaders ot other groups have assured me of their whole- 
hearted co-operation in the discharge of my duties. I am conscious of the 
fact that this exalted position and dignified office was occupied by mam 
illustrious Mm* of Bengal and l shall always try to follow the tradition* 
of tny predecessors and also build up new conventions which will be North 
following. I am new to this House us has been mentioned by more than 
one speaker here ami in that 1 shall always require >our assistance, 
co-opera t ion and guidance. I find around me man\ veteran parliament,!? inn*, 
and experienced lawyers who will, 1 hope and trust, always give me go ,»d 
counsel and guide me in those points on whnh 1 require assistance. I can 
assure \ou, ladies and gentlemen, that in discharging my duties my best 
endeavour will be to hold the scales even and to protect the rights ot even 
individual member and also the rights ot every pait.\ however small » 
minority it shall be. (Tries of “Hear, hear”.) 

Ladies and gentlemen, you have already heard that I am new to llio 
House and in that 1 shall have to do some arduous work in getting nusell 
completely prepared to discharge my duties, and I hope that it will not be 
a ver\ difficult task to get hold of the procedure that l shall have to follow 
in this House. 

Once more l thank \ou for the honour you have done me today. 
(Applause. ) 

Election of Deputy Speaker. 


Mr. SPEAKER: We shall now proceed with the election of Deputy 
Speaker of this House. The following candidates have been duly nominated 
tor t lie office of Deputy Speaker: — * 


Khun Bahadur Mudussir Hossain, ^ 

Mr. Tttfiuwul Ali proposed by Mr. Abdul Karim and seconded by Mr. Ab 
Ahmed Khan ; and w i 

Mr. Pramathu Runian Thakur proposed by Khan Bahadur Sycd 
Muhammad Afzal and seconded by Khan Sahib Hatem Ally. 


Since then I have received notice of withdrawal from Khan Bahadur 
* Mudassir Hossain. 

The Assembly will now proceed with the election of Deputy Speaker. 

In the case of ballotting for the Deputy Speaker, the following procedure 
will be adopted, via.:— * 

(1) Members on the west side of the House, west of the gangway are 
requested to vote in the west lobby ana those sitting on the other 
side in the east lobby. 
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1 (2) Six ballot boxes and six screened places have been provided in eaoh 
of tbe division lobbies, to enable a member to record bis vote 
screened from observation. 

(3) Each member will be given his ballot paper as he passes the counter 

in the lobby. 

(4) Members are requested to indicate their preference on the ballot 

paper by fh&rkmg a cross against the name of the candidate for 
whom they wish to vote. They should not sign or initial the 
ballot paper. 

The ballot boxes are here in the Chamber and any member wishing to 
examine them may kindly do so now. 

(Pause.) 

The ballot boxes have been placed near the doors leading to the lobbies 
and ballotting may commence now. 

(Voting proceeded.) 

Order, order. Members will please take their seats. Members who are 
willing to vote hut have not yet voted will kindly go to the ballot boxes 
and record their votes. Is there any member who has not done soP 

(Pause.) 

The voting is closed. (Pause.) The ballot has been taken and the 
resijdt of the voting is as follows : — 

\J|Mr. Pramatha Runjan Thakur—99. 

JMr. Tafazzal Ali — 130. 

Two votes have been rejected. 

Mr. Tafazzal Ali who has got the majont) of votes is declared elected 
as Deputy Speaker of the Bengal Legislative Assembly. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY : Mr Speaker. Sir, I offer to 

the Deputy Speaker m\ heartiest congratulations on the office to which he 
ha^been elevated. He has already, Sir, made his mark as an advocate in 
the High Court and has shown signs of u promising career. I am sure, Sir, 
that he will be able to render to you all the assistance that you may need. 
And when we shall have the pleasure of seeing him occupying the ( hair, 1 
am certain that he will carry on the traditions of fairness and justice with 
which the Chair is decorated. I congratulate him, Sir. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 on behalf of 
the Congress Party rise to offer my warmest congratulations to my friend. 
Mr. Tafazzal Ali, on his election as Deputy Speaker of this House. 1 have 
come to know him for some time past. He is a resident of the subdivision 
jto which I belong. He is new to this office hut he has got some experience 
because he was a member of the district Imard as well as of the local board, 
and he was my colleague in the local board. I know that he will bo fully 
alive to the responsibility of the office to which he has been elevated today, 
I beg to remind him that the responsibility of the Speaker and of the Deputy 
Speaker is more than that of a judge. The Judge has to record his reasons 
for his decisions but the Speaker or the Deputy Speaker has not to recur! 
his reasons for his decisions. So his responsibility is greater than that of a 
Judge. (A member from the Muslim league Ilencties: A Small Can** 
Court Judge.) My friend says a Small Cause Court Judge, A Small 
Cause Court Jud^e has great responsibility to perform but the task of the 
Deputy Speaker is greater, the task is harder in view of the fact that 
politically he is affiliated to a party, but he will have to shed his political 
consideration in the discharge of his duties. It is very difficult for a person 
to do so but I am sure that he will rise above party consideration and in the 
discharge of bis duties he will do so impartially and with the dignity of the 
office to which he has been elevated today. I congratulate my friend on bis 
•lection as tbe Deputy Speaker of the Assembly; 
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Mr* D. GLADDING* Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the European Grui®, 
w*th pohr permission, I wish to tender our congratulations to Mr. Tafaunl 
Ali on his appointment as Deputy Speaker. I think he was here when I 
offered my congratulations to you, and everything I said with regard to your 
own responsibility and the way in which we shall look up to you for the 
proper discharge of your duties also applies to your deputy. I am glad 
to hear of his qualifications for the post and that he' has already done so 
much in public life that gives promise of his success in his new office. It 
will he up to him, more tlian any other member of this House, to be in 
regular attendance, because be must always be on the spot to fill your place 
in emergency. So we look forward to seeing his face regularly whenever 
we enter this House. We wish him success. 

Mr. dYOTI 6A8U: Mr. Speaker, I offer my sincerest congratulations 
to the Deputy Speaker for his appointment. Of course I do not know him 
personally at all. I have just heard about him from the Hon" hie 
Mr. Suhrawardy and I am sure that he will also discharge his duties and 
responsibilities with justice and fairness. 

Mr. L. R. RENTON Y: Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Anglo-Indians 
and Indian Christians I offer our sincerest congratulations to Mr. Tafazzu! 
Ali on his elevation to the office of Deputy Speaker. Sir, I congratulate 
him. 

Khan Bahadur NURAZZAMAN: I jadies and gentlemen, 1 most heartily 
and respectfully congratulate Mr. Tafazzal Ali on his election to the high 
office of Deputy Speaker. He is a promising young man and a lu\v\er of 
the Calcutta High Court and we trust and hope that he will he alive to the 
duties and responsibilities of the Deputy Speaker. I believe the posts of 
Speuker and the Deputy Speuker are us honourable and dignified as the posi- 
tion of a Minister. We pray for his long life and wish him success. 

Mr. TAFAZZAL ALI: Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity of thank- 
ing the ladies and gentlemen present on the floor of the House for kindly 
electing me as the Deputy Speaker of this Assembly. I also thanla^he 
different leaders and members of the parties who have said some kind words 
about me. I fully realise that 1 do not deserve all that has been said about 
me by my esteemed leader, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy. I also 
realise that he has some innate weakness for me because I had the privilege 
of working as junior to Mr. Suhrawardy in the Appellate Side of the Calcutta 
High Court. Anyhow, I appreciate the spirit in which my leader and other 
gentlemen of this House have kindly spoken about me. 

My esteemed friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta has referred to my party 
affiliation. Sir, I have indeed my party affiliation. In fact, I think I cannot 
dream of my existence on the floor of this House without affiliation to my 
party. At the same time, Sir, I can assure all members of this House that 
when I am called upon to preside over the deliberations of this House, 1 
will do my duty without any fear or favour, without remembering affiliation 
to any party to which I may have the privile|pe to belong. It is true I have 
this affiliation, at the same time I have this confidence in me that when 
1 am placed in a position from where I have to dispense justice, I am capable 
of forgetting all other considerations. 

I thank again all the members of this House through you, Sir, for show- 
ing me this kindness in electing me Deputy Speaker of this Legislative 
Assembly. 



Mr. BREAKER: Order, order. I have it in command from His 
Exoellencv the Governor that the Bengal Legislative Assembly do stand 
prorogued. 
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